The Royal Company of Light Infantry.

        The Royals or 1st regiment of foot, first provided men for light infantry in 1758 for the Louisbourg campaign.  "These Light Infantry were a Corps of 550 Volunteers chosen as Marksmen out of the most active resolute Men from all the Battalions of Regulars...."(1)  Because of the strength of the Royal Regiment (856 men, see Knox Vol. I) the regiment more than likely provided a lieut. and thirty men for service in Major Scott's Provisional Light Infantry Battalion.  However that is a guess, the other number of men provided would have been a Lieut. and twenty men.(2)  The larger regiments generally provided more men proportional to their strength.

        The first light infantrymen of the Royal regiment and that of Scott’s corps were dressed in, “blue, some in green Jackets and Drawers, for easier brushing through the Woods; with Ruffs of black Bear’s Skin round their Necks, the beard of their upper Lips, some grown into Whiskers, other not so, but all well smutted on that part, with little round Hats like several of our Seamen.”(3)  On May 17, 1758 they were ordered to “exchange their heavy arms for those of the Artillery…”  They were to also, “to be furnished immediately with seventy rounds per man of ammunition.”(4)  The artillery carbine was essentially a smaller version of the long land musket.  The biggest differences was the fact that it had a 37 inch barrel and was .66 caliber.(5)  After the capitulation of Louisbourg, the Royal light infantry were issued French arms captured from stores.  General Amherst wrote to William Pitt on February 28, 1759; “I brought with me from Louisburgh to Boston 500 light French Arms, I intend to deliver them to the light infantry of the Regimts. here, which with those Arms that have been already delivered to the light Infantry of the Regiments which came from Louisburg…”(6)

        In a letter to John Knox an officer garrisoned in Nova Scotia another officer commented about the light infantry’s service at Louisbourg, stating; “the light infantry are inconceivably useful, did honour to themselves and to that General who first saw the necessity of forming these corps.”(7)  They were part of Wolfe’s landing at Kennington Cove, a steep bluff surrounded by treacherous rocks.(8)  They participated in several skirmishes with French troops and irregulars during the seige.   

        Though the light infantry battalion was provisional, some light infantry companies were unofficially kept on by General Amherst, after the reduction of Louisbourg.  Amherst, wrote in his journal on 22, Sept.1758 as he marched his troops to New York through Massachusetts; "I marched by the left, Light Infantry of Highlanders forming the advanced Guard and Grenadiers & Light Infantry of the Royal the rear Guard."(9)  Presumably those light infantry companies that stayed under General Wolfe’s command were disbanded.

The Royal Regiment light infantry company was one of the first regiments to wear the new light infantry uniform of 1759.  "The Inniskilling Regt., Lascelles, & Abercrombie's to send each a man of their Light Infantry to New York that they may be dress'd by a man of Webbs, who is there.  Capt. Mirrie will dress a man of the Royal in the like manner to be sent to Albany."(10)  The uniform and arms was to include; "Leggins of what  colour they [the Commanding Officers] please.  The Barrells of the Firelocks of the Light Infantry must all be made blue or brown, to take off glittering; And the Coats of the Light Infantry may be quite plain, or with the Facing of the Regt., as the Commanding Officers like best.  The less they are seen in the Woods the better."(11)  "The sleeves of the coat are put on the

waistcoat, and instead of coat-sleeves, he has two wings like the grenadiers, but fuller; and a round slope reaching about half-way down his arm; which makes his coat of no incumbrance to him, but can be split off with pleasure; he has no lace, but lapels remain; besides the usual pockets, he has two, not quite so high as his breast, made of leather, for ball and flints; and a flap of red cloth on the inside, which secures the ball from rolling out, if he should fall.  ‘His knapsack is carried very high between his shoulders, as the Indians carry their pack. His cartouch-box hangs under his arm on the left side, slung with a leathern strap; and his horn under the other arm on the right, hanging by a narrower web than used by his knapsack; his canteen down his back, under his knapsack, and covered with cloth; he has a rough case for his tomahock, with a button; and it hangs in a leathern sling down his side, like a hanger, between his coat and waistcoat. No bayonet; his leggings have leathern straps under his shoes, like spatterdashes; his hat is made into a cap, with a flap and button, and with as much black cloth added as will come under his chin, and keep him warm, when he lies down; it hooks in the front, and is made like the old velvet caps in England."(12)  

The Royals until May 6, 1759 were using French firelocks, which they turned in for 104 carbines without bayonets. (13)   Though the new carbines were without bayonets at first, the Royals were issued bayonets soon after.  On 20, June 1759 Commissary Wilson noted; "The Commanding Officer of Gages and Light Infantry, and the Captains of Light Infantry to send this Afternoon at 2 o'clock to Major Ord, who will furnish them with the Bayonets for the Carabines, delivered for these Corps."(14)


In 1759 the Royal Regiment was attached to Amherst’s army in New York.  The company consisted of one hundred rank and file, one drummer, four sergeants, one ensign, two lieutenants, and one captain.  This can be deduced from the fact that the company was issued 104 carbines in the spring of 1759, as well as that was the prescribed number of men for the light infantry companies of 1000 man battalions.(15) While, Captain Robert Mirrie had been ordered to send a man of the Royals to Albany to be used as a pattern man for the other regiments there, it is certain that he was not the captain of the light infantry company.  Research done by Stephen Brumwell author of Redcoats and White Devil reveals that Manley Williams had that honor.  Williams and several of his men volunteered to go with Robert Rogers on his raid of the Abenaki village of St. Francis.  Captain Williams was forced to go back to Crown Point early in the expedition due to an accident.  It was reported that he and several others “were wounded in stepping over some Logs by their Pieces going off.”  Williams “tore his Hand and Arm to such a Manner” that obliged him to return.(16)  The commander of all the light infantry companies in the Lake George / Lake Champlain theater of operations was Captain James Holmes of the Inniskilling or 27th Regiment.  Orders on June 20, 1759 stated; “Capt. Holmes of the Inniskilling Light Infantry is appointed Majr. to command the Battn. of Light Infantry formed from ye several Corps for ye campaign…”(17)  They participated in the capture if Forts Ticonderoga and Crown Point, as well as going upon numerous scouts.  An interesting note was put in the orderly book of Captain Stewart of the Royal Highland Regiment while at Crown Point; “a small cow strayed from the Light Infantry Camp of the Royall.”(18)


For the 1760 campaign the Royal Regiment was divided into two detachments, one serving in the Lake Champlain area and one serving in South Carolina.  Captain Mirrie was charged with commanding the four companies of the 1st Regiment that stayed at Lake Champlain.(19)  The light infantry company went to South Carolina.  This small army was sent to South Carolina to deal with the Cherokees, who had once been friends of the British.  A “select corps, composed of four companies of the Royal, under Major Hamilton; four of the seventy-seventh, commanded by Major Grant; two companies of grenadiers, by Captain Wall, and two of light infantry, by Captain Williams; amounting, with their Officers, to about one thousand men….”(20)  Captain Williams, is of course the same Captain Manley Williams wounded during the expedition to St. Francis the previous fall.  Williams was commissioned as a captain in the 1st Royals on July 16, 1758.(21) In South Carolina the light infantry company of the Royals participated in a St. Francis-like raid on the Cherokee village of Little Keowee.  During the march to Estatoe; “the barking of a dog was heard at some distance, in the front 


[of the army].  It seems there lay , about a quarter of a mile out of the road, a few

straggling houses, called Little Keowee, of which guides had neglected to give intelligence.  As soon as this circumstance came to be known, to prevent any inconvenience from a discovery, by the Indians of this village, the light infantry company of the Royals were detached to surround and surprise it, and put all the inhabitants to death with their bayonets, except the women and children, who were to be made prisoners.  The detachment found the Indians encamped near their houses, and rushing on them with their bayonets, made an end of most of those who were without houses, and all who were within, except the women and children, whom they carried off.”(22)

On June 28, 1760 Williams and his men met with a force of Cherokees along a muddy river, a skirmish ensued in the thick underbrush.  Though wounded and dying Williams encouraged his men to “Advance” and pay no attention to him.(23)  The expedition did not completely have its desired effect, though it succeeded in burning several villages, supply and transportation problems hindered any real victory.(24)  

 
1n 1762, the light infantry company was sent as part of a force sent to respond to the capture of St. John’s, Newfoundland.  The French had hoped that the territory gained by this raid would give France fishing rights and another place to train the sailors in its navy.(25)  General Amherst sent his brother William, who had commanded the light infantry of the regiments under General Amherst in 1760.  The force sent to recapture St. John’s consisted of:  two companies of men drafted from other units, three companies of the 1st or Royal Regiment, five companies of the 45th regiment, two companies of the 77th  regiment, five hundred twenty Massachusetts’ Provincials, and a detachment of artillery, the whole forced totaled 1559 men strong.(26) William Amherst wrote in his journal:  “I intended that three Corps of Light Infantry should land just as the moon arose, to take possession of the commanding ground to the left….”(26)  One of the corps was a corps of Provincial light infantry and another consisted of the light infantry companies of the Royals and 77th.(28)  The third corps composition is unknown, it could be the light infantry company of the 45th and the two companies of men drafted from other units or possibly just one of the two.  William listed under the killed and wounded of the expedition that there was Captain Maxwell’s light infantry and Captain McDonald’s light infantry.  Both went back to New York after the recapture, inferring that Captain Maxwell’s light infantry were probably the men drafted from other regiments.(29)  The captains of the 1st & 77th regiments were Captains McDonald and McKenzie respectively.(30)  

The light infantry distinguished themselves by leading the landing and Captain McDonald commanding the Royals’ light infantry company valiantly “surprised the enemy and drove them from it [Signal Hill].  He passed their advanced sentries, got up a precipice where the men were obliged to shove one another up.  The enemy gave them a fire and we never returned a shot, till we had gained the summit and these two Companies drove three Companies of the French Grenadiers and two pickets from the most advantageous ground I ever saw,--really, almost inaccessible.”(31)
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